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"Bread  Enriciunont" 


AI-S^JOUNCER: 


Good  nutrition  has  always  been  important ., »but  during 


v/artime  it's  more  necessary  than  ever.    If  we,  as  a 
nation,  are  to  produce  enough  war  vjeapons  to  keep  our 
fighting  men  supplied, . .we  must  keep  our  supply  lines 
filled  too.. .with  nutritious  food  that  maintains  our 
health  and  energy.     To  insure  this  state  of  affairs,  our 
government  has  taken  many  wartime  nutritional  measures... 
and  one  of  the  most  vital  is  the  enrichment  of  bread. 

Today,  Mr,    of  the  ^Jar  Food  Administration's 

Office  of  Supply,  is  going  to  tell  us  the  history  of 
bread  enrichment ...  and  what  it  consists  of. 


long  series  of  changes  that  date  back  thousands  of  years 
in  baking.     But  up  to  the  time  that  McCormick  invented  the 
reaper,  wheat  flour  vj^is  so  expensive  that  only  the  well- 
to-do  families  could  afford  vjheat  bread.     But  the  reaper 
and  the  combine  made  large  production  possible. 


OS: 


The  enrichjnent  of  bread  is  the  nevjest  developi.ient  in  a 


ANNOUNCER: 


And  novjadays,  practically  every  family,  rich  or  poor, 


buys  bread. 
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OS: 


AITOUNCSR; 


That*s  right.     But  at  the  saiae  time  that  baker*  s  bread 
became  available  to  more  people,  improved  milling  processes 
were  making  the  bread  vjhiter. . ,and  that  meant  less  nutritious 

You  mean  the  whiter  it  was,  the  less  food  value  it  had? 
How  was  that? 


OS: 


In  the  refining  process  of  making  the  flour  white,  some  of 
the  vitamins  and  minerals  were  milled  out.     So  authorities 
on  nutrition  urged  Americans  to  buy  bread  made  from  vjhole 
wheat  flour.     But,  the  American  public  preferred  vjhite 
bread. 


AI^JTTOTOTCER: 


So... bread  vjas  enriched< 


OS: 


Not  so  fast 


.  It  didn't  all  come  at  once  like  that, 


AM^IOUITCSR; 


OS: 


One  nutritional  experience  after  another  emphasized  the 
importance  of  right  eating.    For  instance,  when  thousands 
of  draftees  were  rejected  from  the  Armed  Forces  because 
of  physical  handicaps. . .many  of  which  were  brought  on 
by  not  eating  properly. ., then  more  people  got  interested 
in  better  nutrition.     Scientists  looked  for  ways  to  improve 
the  civilian  diet,,, right  away. 

And  since  bread  is  a  universal  food,  it  was  a  logical  choice. 

Something  like  that,., The  millers  and  the  bakers  took  the 
lead  in  cooperating  with  the  G-overnment  to  add  extra 
nourishment  to  their  white  bread  ajid  plain  white  rolls.  And, 
in  194-1,  a  special  ivar  food  order  made  the  bread  enrichment 
process  compulsory  all  over  the  nation. 
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^vIMOUlTCER:  How  is  the  bread  enriched,  Mr.___   ?    Mhat  goes 

into  it  to  make  it  more  nutritious. 

OS:  Certain  amounts  of  iron  and  minerals  are  added... and  two 

of  the  vitamins  in  the  B-complex,  known  as  thiamin  and 
niacin.    Thiamin  you  may  recognize  more  easily  by  the  name 
Vitamin  Bl...and  niacin,  is  the  pellagra-proventative  factor. 

Al^TOUi'TCER:  I  haven't  noticed  any  difference  in  my  vjhite  bread  during 

the  last  couple  of  years, 

OS:  That's  because  there  isn't  any.    It  looks  the  same  and  it 

tastes  the  same  vjhen  it's  enriched, ,  .You  can't  see  the 
vitamins, . .but  you  can  see  the  poor  results  in  your  health 
when  your  diet  lacks  them,    And  incidentally,  because  the 
cost  of  enrichment  is  so  samll  it  hasn't  raised  the  price 
of  bread. 

ANNOUNCER:  Is  all  flour  enriched  too? 

OS:  The  Government  hasn't  required  millers  to  enrich  white  flour.. 

but  a  great  i.iany  of  them  have  done  so  anyv-jay.    About  70  per 
cent  of  the  white  flour  on  the  grocers'  shelves  is  enriched. 
In  some  stores  it  is  just  a  fcvj    cents  more  than  the 
flour  which  isn't  enriched.     But  it'^  i.orth  the  extra  fev/ 
pennies. , .because  the  return  is  a  contribution  to  an 
adequate  diet... such  a  big  factor  in  health  and  energy. 
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AI-rNOUNCER: 


Mr, 


,  you  were  telling  me  some  very  interesting 


facts  about  the  way  the  GvVQxnment  tests  for  the  added 
niacin  in  bread.    I  think  our  listeners  would  like  to 
know  about  that. 


OS; 


Well... in  order  to  see  that  the  terms  of  the  enrichment 
program  are  follovjed,  specialists  in  the  Office  jf  Marketing 
Services  of  the  VJar  Food  Ad:-ii.-i  strati  on,  make  tests  vjith 
samples  of  broad  from,  bakeries  thoughout  the  country. 


AMrOUI\TGER: 


Did:i't  you  say  that  testing  was  done  at  Buls-tsville,  Mc^^ryland? 


OS: 


Yes,.. most  of  it  takes  place  at  the  7ifar  Food  Administration's 
Research  C-....^ter  at  B^ltsville. .  .but  some  of  the  testing  is 
done  at  the  Processed  Jbjods  Inspection  Laboratory j  in 
San  Francisco* 


Al'JNOIMGER: 


The  new  test  you  vjere  telling  me  about  sounded  pretty  easy. 


OS: 


It  is  6     It  requires  the  use  of  two  reagents.. .a  four  per 
cent  aniline  solution  in  ethyl  alcohol...  and  a  four 
percent  aqueous  cyanogen  bromide  solution,, ♦ 


AIJNNOUNCZR :  Hold  on  a  minutel    Those  are  mighty  complicated  names. 

OS:  Yes,  they  are.,.. But  those  are  just  the  nam.es  of  the 

chemicals  which  are  used  to  get  results  which  prove  that 
added  niacin  is  present  in  the  bread  flour.    The  actual 
test  if  very  simple. 
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AI^INCIINCSR: 


-  3 


Let's  start  vjith  the  flour.. 


OS; 


All  right.    About  one  half  to  one  gr^jn  of  flour  is 
pressed  on  a  uhite  blotter... or  on  a  porcelain  dish. 
Tt?o  drops  of  the  aniline  solution  are  dropped  on  the 
flour... then  thr^e  drops  of  thecyanogen  bromide  solution* 
Novj. .  .here' s  the  test... If  the  flour  turns  a  canary 
yellox'j  color,  the  flour  has  been  exiriched.     The  intensity 
of  the  color  depends  on  how  much  niacin  is  ^resent  in  the 
flour.    Within    four  minutes  after  the  reagents  have  been 
applied,  a  color  comparison  is  made.    And  it  can't  wait 
more  than  four  minutes,  because  even  unenriched  flour  will 
develop  a  slightly  yollD-^^  color  after  10  to  13  minutes. 
This  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  a  small  amount  of 
chemically-bound  niacin  is  present  ordinarilly  in 
unenriched  flour. 


AMTOWCSR: 


That  nev.T  test  is  used  to  determine  enrichment  in  ths  bread 
itself,  isn't  it. 


OS: 


Yes,.. it  is  helpful  in  detecting  enriched  bread  as  v^ell 
as  the  enriched  bread  flour.     But  of  course  this  simple 
test  only  applies  in  finding  the  presence  of  added  niacin, 
Ot/.er  enrichment  ingredients  require  a  much  longer  ani 
more  complex  method  of  testing. 


A^STOUNCER: 


Those  tests  sound  like  an  excellent  vvay  to  make  sure  that 
Americans  are  getting  all  the  food  values  they  should  from 
their  broad. 
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T-H-E      F^A-M-I-L-Y  C-A-N-T-E-E-N 


\  -  .'     v        "Gashing  in  on  Carrots" 


AlL^OUiTCIS :  Springtime  brings  its  oxm  special  brands  of  food... 

\  fresh,  bright  and  crisp,  and  a  welcome  contrast  to 

the  winter  meals  we've  been  eating*    Fresh  vegetables 
are  a  blessing  to  busy  homemakers. . .because  they're 
versatile  and  appetizing.    One  of  our  most  popular 
of  the  spring:/  ones  is  carrots. .  .not  only  because  they 
can  be  used  in  soups. . .main  dishes... and  salads... but 
because  they  have  a  bright  color  and  a  crisp  consistency, 

Mr.    of  the  ■.•.■ar  Food  Administration's  Office 

of  Supply  is  here  today  to  tell  us  more  about  carrots,., 
how  large  our  supr^ly  is... what  they  can  do  for  our 
diet«.,and  a  variety  of  other  interesting  facts.  First 
of  all,  Mr,   ,  are  carrots  plentiful  right  now? 

OS:  They  certainly  are.     The  latest  crop  estimates  indicate 

that  we've  hit  the  jackpot  with  carrot  production.  The 
harvest  of  winter-crop  carrots  amounts  to  better  than 
220  thousand  tons... the  largest  crop  on  record.  That 
total  tops  the  1943  crop. .  .v/hich  was  the  largest  up  to 
now.,,b3'-  about  13  thousand  tons. 
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ANNOUNCER: 


-  2 


Then  you'd  suggest  that  homemakers  use  carrots  often? 


OS: 


By  ail  moans.    Of  course,  homemakers  should  use  all 
plentiful  foods  in  -season., .  .to  take  the  strain  off  the 
ones  vjhich  are  less  abundant.    And  when  it  comes  to 
a  humper  crop  like  this  one. ..using  carrots  often  means 
that  homemakers  are  helping  to  avoid  food  waste. 


ANNCUITCER: 


I  know  another  reason  for  using  carrots,  too, 


ViJhat^s  that? 


ANITOUICJER: 


They're  ;,ood  to  eat  I 


OS: 


Thfit*3  a  good  reason. Because  good  flavor  and  consistency 
in  a  vegetable    means  that  it's  quickly  eaten  up.  But 
there's  another  excellent  advantage  to  carrots, They 
have  plenty  of  food  value. 


ANNOITNCER: 


I've  heard  tell  that  carrots  are  good  for  the  eyesight, 


OS: 


ANNOUNCER: 


Yes,  they  are... you  see,  the  orange  color  of  carrots  is  due 
to  a  pigment  called  carotene.    And  that  carotene  is  converted 
to  Vitamin  A  by  our  bodies. 

To  judge  by  the  bright  color  of  carrots,  they  must  give  us 
plenty  of  Vitamin  A,  then. 


OS: 


They  do.    Carrots  are  well  at  the  top  of  the  Vitamin  A 
producers  among  green  and  yellow  vegetables, . .along  with 
deep  green  leafy  vegetables  such  as  dandelion,  kale,  and 
beet  and  mustard  greens. 
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A^JNOUITCER: 


OS; 


-  3  - 

Is  the  Vitamin  A  v\/hat  makes  the  carrots  good  for  the  eyes? 

Yes,. .the  Vitamin  A  helps  to  protect  the  eyesight. ., and 

prevents  night  blindness. 


AI.W01IMCER: 


It  seems  to  me  carrots  are  a  pretty  valuable  addition 
to  the  diet. 


OS: 


AIS'TOUNCER; 


Carrots  are  called  a  "protective"  food., .One  reason,  of 
coarse,  is  that  they  help  to  protect  our  eyesight, , .But 
the  same  Vitamin  A  that^s  so  abundant  in  carrots  also 
helps  us  to  keep  up  our  resistance  to  infections.,, 
and  it  promotes  growth. 

Good  for  the  children... 


OS: 


Yes. ,  .carrots  are  .-^ood  for  children, , .but  they* re  just 
as  good  for  £-dults. 


AiTOUNCER: 


OS: 


AMOUNCER; 


OS: 


VJell  I  don't  care... I  like  carrots  even  if  they  are  good 
for  me. 

That's  the  spirit.    And  a  lot  of  people  f eeL the  same  way 
about  it.    If  carrots  are  served  raw  and  crisp... or  if 
the^/'re  properly  cooked,  there's  nothing  better. 

Oh... is  there  a  special  way  of  cooking  carrots? 

There  are  several  rules  which  apply  to  all  root  vegetables 
that  go  for  carrots,  too.    And  not  just  cooking  rules,., 
but  preparation  rules  as  well. 
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AMTOUNCER:  Let's  hoar  soitig  of  them,  Mr,  

OS:  Well..,, For  instance,  it's  best  to  cook  carrots  and  other 

root  vegetables  whole,  in  their  skins, . .unless,  of  course, 
they're  too  tough.    If  they  must  be  pared  or  scraped... 
the  paring  should  be  very  thin... and  the  scraping  shouldn't 
be  deep.     The  best  idea  if  the  skin  must  be  removed  is 
to  scrub  them  with  a  stiff  brush. 

Ai'IKOUNCER:  That  sounds    pretty  sensible, ..  saves  the  food  values  right 

under  the  skin.., am  I  right? 

OS:  yes,  you  are.    And  to  make  the  most  of  the  minerals, 

vitamins, . .and  flavor... in  cooking,  it's  a  good  idea  to 
start  the  carrots    or  other  root  vegetables  in  boiling 
salted  water. .. .allowing  about  1  teaspoon  of  salt  to  a 
quart  of  vjater, 

AMIOUI^TGER:  A  teaspoon  to  a  quart .,  .that '  s  easy, 

OS:  Of  course,  vegetables  should  never  be  overcooked. .. .and 

carrots  are  no    exception.     They  should  be  cooked  just 
until  they're  tender. ..not  overcooked.     And  that  applies 
w'hen  they're  used  in  soup  or  stew,  too.    They... and  other 
root  vegetables  should  be  added  after  the  other  ingredients 
have  been  cooking  for  a  time..,, 

AI^ITOUITCER :  Do  you  have  any  more  tips  like  that? 
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OS;  Lots  of  then.    For  instance,  vjith  young,  tender  carrots, 

you  should  use  only  enough  water  to  keep  them  from 
sticking, r •The  oldor,  tougher  ones  should  be  cooked  in 
just  enough  water  to  coirer  them, 

AICNFOUi'IGER:  That  vjay,  there  »s  not  so  much  water  to  throw  away» 

OS:  'That's  not  quite  ^he  idea.    Vegetable  water,  with  all 

the  good  juice  in  it  shouldn't  be  thrown  avvay.,,it's 
chock-full  of  food  value.     The  vegetables  should  be 
served  in  it,,, or  it  should  be  used  right  away  in 
soup,  or  sauce  or  gravy,., or  in  a  vegetable  juice 
cocktail, 

AIMOUTTCER:  I  certainly  am  learning  about  carrots  and  things,,,, 

OS:  The  most  important  lesson  to  remember  is  that  carrots 

are  plentiful  right  now.,, and  they  should  bo  served 
often,  in  a  variety  of  v;ays,  while  they're  abundant,,. 
That-  v/ay,  homemakers  will  be  taking  the  best  advantage 
of  plentiful  food  supplies, . .and  relieving  the  strain 
of  foods  that  are  less  plentiful, 

AMOIMCER:  'Thank  you,  11^^^   of  the  'Jar  Food  Administration's 

Office  of  Supply  for  your  interesting  and  helpful 
inform.ation  about  plentiful  carrot s.. 
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ANNOUNCER: 


T-H~E      F>-A-M~I~L-Y  C->A>.N~T-E~E>«N 

The  Prioe  Support  Program 
Wartime  and  rationing  have  made  food  one  of  America's 
favorite  topics  of  conversation.    And  one  of  the  questions 
homemakers  ask  most  often  is... How  are  food  prices 
arrived  at  in  wartime. . .and  how  can  they  be  as  relatively 
low  as  they  are?    1/Je've  all  hoard  stories  of  the 
exorbitant  food  prices  in  other  countries.    Eggs  at  a 
dollar  each... fresh  fruits  at  20 dollars  a  piece.  And 
it's  interesting  to  know  some  of  the  factors  that  have 
prevented  that  state  of  affairs  here  at  home.  Today, 

Mr,   of  the  War  Fuod  Administration's  Office  of 

Supply  is  here  to  answer  some  of  those  questions. 


OS: 


One  of  the  main  reasons  we  have  as  well-balanced  a 
variety  of  foods  as  we  do  today  is  the  Price  Support 
Program.    And  Price  Support  helps  to  keep  average  prices 
well  within  the  reach  cf  the  average  pocket  book. 


ANNOUl^CER; 


Exactly  what  is  Price  Support,  Mr, 
it  oDerate? 


?    How  does 


OS; 


In  the  emergency  of  war,  Congress  decided  to  pass  legislation 
to  encourage  farmers  to  raise  certain  crops. .. crops  which 
would  help  to  maintain  a  balanced  variety  of  foods  for  the 
nation.    That  legislation  is  designed  to  guarantee  farmers 
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OS:   (Cont'd)  fair  price  on  specific  crops  that  are  needed,    VJith  this 

guarantee,  farmers  have  ]iiet,,«war  year  by  war  year.,,the 
ever-increasing  goals  for  food. 


ANNOUNCER: 


How  are  the  farmer's  prices  "guaranteed", . .Mr, 

Is  it  done  through  loans? 


OS; 


MINOUNCER: 


Price  support  may  be  accomplished  in  several  ways.     One  is 
through  loans,.,and  the  machinery  for  this  part  of  the 
prograjn  is  centered  in  the  Coimnodity  Credit  Corporation, 
This  agency  of  the  War  Food  Administration  was  set  up  to 
make  loans  to  farm.ers, ,  .loans  which  would  make  the 
difference  between  the  investmient  the  farmers  had  to  make 
in  the  crops... the  price  they'd  have  to  charge  for  them... 
and  an  equitable  market  price  for  ccrnsumers  to  pay, 

I  see,.,when  the  wartime  price  support  program  was 
instituted  by  Congress. ., the  Comimodity  Credit  Corporation's 
loans  became  part  of  it. 


OS; 


That  right.    And  those  loans  are  made  on  vital  crops 
such  as  vjheat  and  corn,., and  other  principal  comjnodities. 


A!vTOUNCER; 


But  Congress  also  provided  support  on  other  coriimodities, 
didn't  they? 


OS; 


Yes,  price  support  applies  to  foods  such  as  vegetables,., 
sugar  beets,, »eggs  and  others.     The  method  used  there  is 
that  of  Government  buying  on  the  markets.     Then  those 
foods  go  to  meet  the  requirements  of  our  military  forces 
and  our  allies.     Or  in  some  cases  they  may  be  allotted  to 
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institutional  users, .. such,  as  the  School  Lunch  Frogram... 
hospitals  or  child  care  centers.     In  other  cases,  that 
food  may  be  sold  back  into  trade  channels,  and  is 
eventually  bought  and  used  by  civilian  consumers. 

Canyon,  give  us  an  example  of  one  food  that's  bought 
that  way  as  part  of  the  price  support  program? 

1'Jhy  yes.  ..Eggs  are  one  example.    They  v/ere  bought  by 
the  Government. and  in  frozen  and  dried  form  they  went 
overseas  to  m^eet  the  requirements  of  our  Armed  Forces. 
Now,  thero^s  still  another  way  the  price  support  program 
operates* 

Vtet's  that? 

Through  direct  pa^^ents  to  farmers.    I  can  illustrate 
that  best  by  the  exa.mple  of  milk.     In  that  case,  the 
farmer  is  paid  directly  in  proportion  to  his  production... 
and  the  payment  is  made  to  offset  increased  costs  of  feed 
which  he  incurs  by  increasing  his  milk  production. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  Price  Support  Program  must  benefit 
t]ie  consmner    quite  as  much  as  it  does  the  farmer. 

That's  perfectly  true.    Because  enough  food  and  a 
reasonable  cost  from  the  producer. , .are  the  results  of 
the  program.    These  conditions  m:..ke  price  control  possible, 
and  protect  the  consumer.    And  at  the  same  time,  record 
production  by  American  farmers  has  supplied  the  largest 
Army  and  Navy  in  the  history  of  our  country. ., and  also 
made  quantities  of  food  available  to  our  fighting  Allies. 
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AJSnMOUNCER: 


So,  by  protecting  thu  farmer,  the  price  support  program 
has  kept  food  supplies  going  to  military  and  civilian 


consumers, 


OS: 


That^s  right.     The  price  support  program  was  built  to 
protect  the  man  who  produces  the  food.    Incomes  are  larger 
nowadays ...  and  these  price  supports  have  helped  the 
farmer* s  income  to  keep  pace.    So  the  program  has  maintained 
farm  values,,. and  purchasing  pov^rer. 


OS: 


And  that  purchasing  power  makes  jobs  in  cities  as  xvell  as 
in  rural  areas,  doesn*t  it? 

That^s  how  it  works.    And  price  supports  affect  every 
homemaker  personally. o , .because  by  keeping  production 
balanced,  price  supported  crops  have  provided  American 
families  ivith  a  better  diet  than  othervdse  might  have 
been  possible, . .and  have  helped  to  keep  food  prices  down* 


ANNOUNCER; 


OS; 


We  certainly  owe  American  farmers  a  debt  of  gratitude  for 
the  trem.endous  amount  of  food  they*ve  produced. 

We  do,., they've  done  a  fine  jab.     But  our  military  needs 
for  food  are  increasing  steadily  and  we  still  must  help 
our  Allies  and  the  liberated  countries.    So  the  farmers 
can't  do  the  job  alone,    'fe  can  help.,, and  vje  must  help.., 


AIvH^TOUNCER; 


OS; 


By  growing  Victory  Gardens,  Mr, 


Yes., by  growing  gardens ...  and  by  putting  up  at  home  food 
from  our  i^-ardens  and  from  the  markets. 
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From  what  I^yo  soon  about  last  year's  gardening  records, 
the  food  raised  and  canned  at  home  is  not  just  a  drop  in 
the  bucket. 

No,  indeed,    l8  and  one  half  million  Victory  Gardens  were 
raised  last  5^ear,    And  out  of  those  gardens  came  40  per  cent 
of  our  supplies  of  fresh  vegetables. 

40  per  cent  I     That's  a  lot  of  vegetables. 

It  certainly  is.    And  this  year,  we'll  need  even  more. 
As  more  battles  are  won,,, and  more  countries  liberated 
from  the  enemy,  our  food  requirements  will  increase.  And 
they  won't  end  with  the  war  in  Europe ,,, because  we  will 
still  face  a  determined  enemy  in  the  Pacific, 

'That's  reason  enough  to  raise  more  gardens, .  .and  better 
gardens. 

And  don't  forget  home  canning,  ,     The  amount  of 

home  canning  and  gardening  Americans  did  last  year  was  partly 
responsible  for  the  points  being  reduced  on  many  canned 
foods.    If  homemakers  put  up  food  for  the  winter  at  home,., 
then  AiTiericans  in  urban  areas,  who  haven't  canning 
facilities  will  get  fair  share  of  csmmercially  canned  food 
stocks. 

If  I  were  a  homemaker,  I'd  rem.ember  those  points,,, and  ..put 
up  plenty  of  food  at  home. 
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OS:  And  here  are  somo  other  important  points  to  reiriGmber. 

The  Price  Support  Program  gives  "the  farmer  confidence 
to  increase  production, . .and  larger  production  means 
that  our  vital  war  needs  for  food  are  supplied.  In 
addition,  the  farmer*  s  income  is  increased,  m.aintaining  the 
value  of  the  farm  itself,  increasing  purchasing  power. 
Stepped  up  production  makes  m.ore  food  available  to  consumers 
and  provides  a  basis  for  price  controls  to  check  inflation. 
But  the  farmer  cannot  carry  the  load  of  producing  food 
for  a  nation  at  vier  by  himself,    Hoaomakers  and  Victory 
Gardeners  must  help  him,., by  raising  more  and  better  gardens 
and  by  putting  up  as  much  food  as  possible  at  hom.e, 

AMOU^IOER:  Thank  you,  Mr,    of  the  War  Food  ^v^dmini  strati  on' s 

Office  of  Su'.'piy,  for  your  interesting  information  on  price 
supports  and  the  consumer*G  place  in  the  national  food 
schcr.e. 
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FDR  and  Aruerican  Agriculture 


/ 

ANNOUNCER:  The  tine 


of  shock  and  silence  is  over  noiv,  A;ieri; 
to  wo rk^ again  on  all  the  long,  long  tasks  which  cane  to  us  out 
of  our  past,  and  extend  into  the  future,  farther  than  we  can 
see.    Our  fanners  are  again  working  in  the  earth. . .planting, . » 
so  that  in  the  fullness  of  another  harvest  the  nation  will 
amply  be  fed.    It  is  one  of  the  world's  great  tasks — this  plant- 
ing and  harvesting  of  America's  food  crop... and  in  it  there  has 
always  been  hardship,  long  hours  of  toil,  and  bitter  disappoint- 
ment.    It  has  been  said  that  periods  of  prosperity  are  shorter 
and  of  depression  longer  on  the  farm  than  anj^here  else  in  the 
country.     Through  the  jT-ears  the  farmer  has  done  much  to  better 
his  lot... and  great  assistance  has  been  given  him  by  leaders 
in  government  and  public  life.     The  names  of  these  leaders  make 
thunder  in  our  history, , .Norris  of  Nebraska. .  .McNary  of  Oregon... 
the  elder  LaFollette  of  Wisconsin,    And  the  greatest  of  these 
v:as  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt .FDR, ..  32nd  President  of  the 
United  States,     That's  wh\'-..,now  that  the  first  shock  and  silence 
is  over. .  ,vje  v;ant  to  tell  briefly  the  story  of  what  he  did  for 
Agriculture* 

VJe  have  asked    of  the  V/ar  Food  Administrati  on' s 

Office  of  Supply  to  join  us  today  in  this  memorial  broadcast. 
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ThG  facts  of  current  history  bv^come  much  more  clearer  after  a 
decade  has  passed,    \'Jq  realize  now  that  depression  for  most  of 
the  American  farmers  was  an  established  situation  for  ten  years 
before  the  dramatic  investors*  crash  of  October,  I929. 

It  v/as  in  September  of  1932,  at  Topeka,  Kansas,  that  a  tall, 
powerful,  smiling  man«.,who  could  not  walk  without  assistance.., 
stood  before  a  farm  audience  and  said: 


"I  have  unbounded  faith  in  a  restored  and  rehabilitated  agriculture 


OS: 


Oh  sure,  it  was  a  campaign  speech, ,  .sure ,  this  man,  who  was  to 

become  5T)R  to  everybody,  was  after  votes.  He  made  lots  of 
promises  about  what  he  was  going  to  do  to  help  the  farmer. 
That  was  nothing  new.     But,  this  was  new, ..he  kept  those  promisesl 

On  March  I6 ,  1933,  the  President  announced  to  the  Congress  that 
he  had  a  plan       definite,  constructiv-e  Lmportance  to  agriculture. 
He  told  our  lav;-makers: 


ANIT0UNC.1R:  "Deep  study  and  the  joint  counsel  of  many  points  of  view  have 

produced  a  m.easure  vjhich  offers  great  promise  of  good  results, 
I  toll  j^ou  frankly  that  it  is  a  new  and  untrod  path,    but  I 
toll  you  xvith  equal  frankness  that  an  unprecedented  condition 
calls  for  the  trial  of  new  means  to  rescue  agriculture." 


OS; 


"To  rescue  agriculture". .. .that ' s  the  way  he  outlined  the  job. 
History  no7;  tells  us  that  it  vjas  high  time.    Most  of  the  31 
million  farm  people  in  the  U.  S.  A.  and  the  millions  who 
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depended  on  them  for  livelihood  were  broke.     They  didrft  have 
the  money  to  buy  what  they  needed... and  the  few  luxury  items 
hearts  ached  for,., and  for  this  reason,  far  from  the  farms, 
in  the  groat  industrial  cities,  other  people  v;ere  broke... and 
stood  in  bread  linos... and  slept  in  parks... and  watched 
their  children  go  hungry. 

There  was  a  place  to  begin.    Farms  wore  being  forclosed  by  the 
thousands, . .and  the  rural  banks  which  did  the  foreclosing 
xuere  them.selves  failing  at  an  alarming  rate. 

On  May  12,  1933... KDR  signed  the  Farm  Relief  Bill,  with  these 
vrords: 

"I  have  just  signed  the  Farm  Relief  Bill,  vjhich  includes  the 
refinancing  of  farm  debts.     The  Act  extends  relief  not  only  to 
farm  borrowers,  but  to  mortgage  creditors  as  well.    It  is  to 
the  interest  of  all  the  people  of  the  United  States  that  the 
benefits  of  this  Act  should  be  extended  to  all  who  are  in  need 
of  them  and  that  none  should  be  deprived  of  them,  through 
ignorance  or  precipitate  action." 

And  the  President  went  on  to  request  that  creditors  delay 
forcloseuros  on  farms. . .until  farmers  had  a  chance  to  receive 
some  assistance. 

Six  months  later  he  was  able  to  say: 

"Money  is  getting  into  the  hands  of  the  people  who  need  it. 
This  money  is  paying  bills;  it  is  putting  men  back  to  xvork  in 
the  cities  producing  the  things  that  farmers  buy  and  enabling 
these  men  in  turn  to  buy  things  that  farmers  produce". 
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OS:  And  were  those  idoQS  roally  v;orking  to  hdlp  the  country*  s 

agriculturo?    Well,  raost  of  our  farmers  ivero  convinced  of  it* 

Al^NOUNCSR:  Tliat*s  always  a  hard  thing  to  prove, 

OS:  A  dramatic  testimonial  was  given.    Have  you  forgotten  the 

farmers <  march  oaa  Washington, 


AI^WJI^CER; 


OS: 


ANNOUNCER: 


The  farmers  marched,,? 

Plans  wTero  afoot  in  some  quarters  to  seriously  hamper  the 
agricultural  adjustment  programs. . .and  word  of  this  began  to 
reach  the  farmers.    It  made  them  shako  their  heads  and  got 
together  for  discussion,  •  .it  m.ade  them  angry.    And  then 
by  two  and  three* s,  by  the  hundreds,  and  the  thousands, they 
marched  on  Washington,    "Finally  over  3,000  of  them  stood 
on  the  svjeeping  south  lavm  of  the  VJhite  House,  quietly 
pledging  their  support  to  the  Presiden^t  farm  progrciTi, 

i\XLd  Roosevelt  spoke  to  them  extemporaneously: 

"I  am  glad  to  welcome  you  to  'Washington,    It*3  a  good  omen 

for  G-overnment,  for  Business,  for  bankers,  and  for  the  city 

dwellers  that  the  nation* s  farmers  are  becoming  articulate 

and  that  thoy  know  xvhereof  they  speak.    I  want  to  thank  you  for 

your  patience  with  us,  your  government,    I  want  to  pledge  to  you 

not  only  our  wholehearted  cooperation  as  you  go  foward,  but 

our  contined  deep  interest  in  a  problem  that  is  not  just  a 

f armer* s  problem,  because,  as  I  have  said  before,  your  prosperity 

is  felt  in  every  city  home,  in  every  bank  and  in  every  industry 

in  the  land". 
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Through  tho  years  tho  promises  of  FDR  to  agriculture  continued 
to  reach  rich  hai^Tosts. 


^J^>]!^TOlTi\CSR:  The  Civilian  Conservation  Crops,  vjhich  not  only  gave  cmployiiient 

to  hundreds  of  thousands  of  :.ien...but  also  accomplished 
inestimable  r^ood  in  tho  Darks  and  forests. 


OS: 


Soil  conservation, 


AKNOuITCER:  I:i  Anril  of  1933  the  Soil  Erosion  >.ct  vms  passed,  ivhich  established 

the  Soil  Conservation  Service... a  program  designed  to  secure 
abundant  harvests  for  future  generations  of  Americans. 


OS: 


The  Federal  Crop  Insurance  Act, 


ANNOUITCER; 


OS: 


We.  mentioned  in  tho  beginning  the  bitterness  was  ofter  part  of 
the  farmers^  lot^     It  often  was  caused  by  this  fact:     a  farmer 
could  v;ork  hard  all  year,  raise  a  fine  crop... and  then,  because 
of  the  vagaries  of  tho  weather,  could  find  his  effort  and  his 
produce  valueless  in  terms  of  r.ioney.     Crop  insurance  offered 
the  farmer  justified  protection.    Only  six  week^s  before  he  died, 
Franklin  Roosevelt  submitted  to  Congress  an  esti^nate  for  funds 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  newly  reinstated  and  strengthened 
crop  insurance  progranir 

There  was  the  Farm  Security  Progr-^jn. 


^:iTOL^"CER; 


Designed  especially  to  help  out  the  low-incom.e  farm.er. 


OS: 


In  a  radio  address  in  1940,  the  Presid^^nt  said: 


t 
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iJJJTOljilCSI^.:  "ThG  farmers  havo  had  a  long  hard  struggle  to  get  lav;s  and 

programs  which  give  then  an  opportunity  to  obtain  economic  and 
social  justice,  to  make  it  possible  for  them  to  conserve  the 
good  earth    v;hich,  next  to  our  people  and  our  tradition  of 
freedom,  is  our  greatest  heritage,    I  am  happy  in  the  "thought 
that  ^erican  farmers  have  gone  part  v/ay  along  the  road  to 
economic  and  social  justice,  even  though  they  have  not  reached 
that  goal.     In  the  spirit  of  progressive  action  that  has 
animated  and  novj  animates  these  .nmerican  farm  f-amilies,  all  of 
us,..CEm  face  v;ith  confidence  vjhatever  difficulties  the  future 
may  hold". 


OS: 


The  immediate  future  after  194-0,  did  hold  some  serious  difficulties 
for  i^rierica, ,  .but  in  one  of  the  greatest  of  these,  that  of 
feeding  adeq_uately  the  nation  at  v;ar,  our  farmers  did  not  fail  us. 
/imerican  food  suaplie  s  have  penetrated  deeper  and  faster  into 
starvation  areas  than  have  our  armies,  and  are  nov;  the  most 
important  factor  in  rehabilitation,    iimerican  Agriculture  is 
continuing  to  justify  the  vast  faith  placed  in  it  by  YDR, 


/itM)UNCSR:  In  April,  1945,  in  the  little  l.Tiite  House  at  Warm  Springs, 

Georgia^  the  President  signed  legislation  extending  the  life 

ef  the  Gomi'jodity  Credit  Corporation  of  the  V^r.r  F'l-'jc,  Aua.iinistratLon, 

A  law  important  to  the  pernajient  agricultural  security  of  the 

country. 


OS: 


^.WUIJCER: 


This  was  the  last  official  act  of  Franklin  Delano  Rrjosevelt, 
(PAJSE) 

In  this  special  broadcast  we  have  paid  our  respects  to  our  late 
president  as  a  friend  of  Am.erican  agriculture.    Our  guest  was 


of  the  '.7ar  Food  administration's  Office  of 

Supply, 
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